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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc, 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


“I Pray the Mass’ 
By Father Hoever, S.O.Cist. 

A splendid Sunday Missal and complete prayer 
book combined. Large, clear type, in red and 
black. Spiritual thoughts for each Sunday and 
week following. 448 pages. 5 x 3% in. 

Prices: Black or white leatherette, red edges, 
35¢; black durotex, red edges, 50¢; black or 
white imitation leather, red under gold edges, 
$1.00; genuine black seal grain leather, red 
under gold edges, $1.50; deluxe genuine black 
morroco leather, $3.50. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 











Clyde, Missouri 
Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 


Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 
Thomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Pabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


























for New and Renewal Subscriptions 
ONE Subscription 


“Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus” — A booklet of loving conversa- 
tions with Jesus, based on the principal points of doctrine con-- 
cerning the Blessed Sacrament. May be used to great advantage 
for Communion devotions and visits to the Bl. Sacrament. OR:— 

Scheyern Cross —- A small metal cross which has been touched to a 
relic of the True Cross. OR:— 

“Jesus Blessing Little Children’? — An appealing picture with which to 
adorn your children’s room. Sepia print, 7% x10 inches. OR: — 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractive prints with spiritual 
thoughts and verses of encouragement, very appropriate to enclose 
in letters. 

TWO Subscriptions 

“The Treasures of the Mass’). One of the best available explanations 
of the prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the Mass, written in 
simple and inspiring language. 

Beautiful Likeness of Pope Pius XII — Lithographed in contrasting 
colors and mounted on a red backing. 10x 13 inches. OR:— 

“Golden Links” — A complete vest-pocket size prayer book, containing 
all the ordinary prayers, Mass devotions, many litanies and beauti- 
ful prayers to the Bl. Trinity, the Holy Spirit, the Bl. Virgin, St. 
Joseph and other popular saints. Small print. 347 pages, Cloth. 


THREE Subscriptions 

“Golden Links” -—— Prayer book described above, but in imitation leath- 
er binding. OR:— : 

“Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B.”" — An edifying account of 
the heroic life of charity and self-sacrifice of Sister M. Fortunata 
Viti, a saintly Benedictine religious of our own times. 218 pages. 

‘ FIVE Subscriptions 

Ebony Crucifix —- The Cross is the sign of our salvation, and should be 
a cherished object in every Catholic home. This real ebony Crucifix ) 
with silver oxidized corpus and beveled edges, can easily be held by). 
a sick person or hung on a wall. 7% inches. OR:— | 

“The Last Supper’ — Sepia reproduction of Leonardo da Vinci’s mas- © 

terpiece. 19 x 32 inches, 





NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years for 
$2.00 are entitled to only ome premium selected from those 
offered for ONE subscription. Please state choice of premium. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





7 am the Good Shepherd : And | know My sheep, and Mine know Me!” 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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Masterpieces 
maetiiee 


A Masterpiece in Carving 

URING the World Fair exposition held in Chicago, Illinois, 

in 1933, there was exhibited in the Hall of Religion a most 

beautiful mother-of-pearl carving of the Last Supper. The 
work truly exemplified unrivalled skill and great patience in the details 
of the carving, as for example in the delineation of the facial expressions 
of Christ and the Apostles, and in the delicate chandeliers which were 
suspended from the ceiling of the Supper Room. Perfection of work- 
manship shone out in every detail. Though the exquisite beauty of the 
carving made it of immense value in itself, the motive which prompted 
the Armenian artist to undertake the work gave it a value beyond all 
price, for it was as a manifestation of a son’s love for his mother that 
the masterpiece was carved. The artist once declared to his mother 
that he purposed making the most beautiful thing that had ever been 
made as a testimonial of his love for her. In order to procure the 
mother-of-pearl, the artist himself dived into the Red Sea from which 
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he gathered the choicest material. The truly exquisite work cost the 
artist twenty-eight years of tedious, painstaking labor, at the end of 
which his slowly declining sight failed entirely and he became totally 
blind. Though it cost so dearly in the long years of labor and above all 
in the blindness which resulted from the intricacy of the work, never- 
theless the depth of the artist’s love for his mother would not permit 
him to regret the sacrifice entailed. 
A Masterpiece in Painting 

The Last Supper has ever been a favorite subject in art. It has 
been painted by countless artists since the time of Leonardo da Vinci, 
but none has won so great fame as the masterpiece of this renowned 
painter of the fifteenth century.* Da Vinci’s genius alone was capable 
of bringing out in striking relief the general outlines and particular 
details of the subject. The animation of the characters in his work is 
especially noteworthy, for the artist has succeeded in depicting the emo- 
tions stirring the soul of each individual, and reveals a master’s skill 
and great depth of analysis of human feelings and of passions in his 
achievement. Da Vinci spent ten years in preparing for the execution 
of this masterpiece, which is without parallel in previous art. Al- 
though Da Vinci’s original painting, a mural done in oils, in the course 
of centuries has suffered irreparable damage, there are many worthy 
reproductions of it, which have preserved it for future generations. 


A Masterpiece in Poetry 

In the field of verse, too, the Last Supper has found men of genius 
who have attempted to set forth in glowing words the marvels of this 
Mystery of Love. The Angelic Doctor, St. Thomas of Aquinas, took the 
sublime theme of the Blessed Sacrament for his singing, a subject filled 
with excellence and dignity, and indeed, angelic, that is, celebrated and 
adored by the yery angels. St. Thomas is the greatest of the singers of 
the Blessed Sacrament, “the poet of the Eucharist,” and so deeply do 
his works, the “Lauda Sion,” the “Adoro Te” and other Eucharistic 
poems bespeak the language of inspiration that we cannot believe that 
he wrote them without the special light of God. 

In the marvelous masterpiece, the “Lauda Sion,” in verses of per- 
fect cadence, St. Thomas summons all to praise the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Altar, sets forth the reasons for commemorating the institution 
of the Holy Eucharist, gives in detail the doctrine concerning this 
Mystery, shows the fulfilment of ancient types and prays that the Good 
Shepherd will feed and guard us here below and make us sharers in 


*The picture at the beginning of this article is a reproduction of Da Vinci’s mas- 
terpiece. ‘: 
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the heavenly table. The soundness of doctrine, the crystalline clearness 
of phrase, abounding unction and compelling sweetness of this work 
have won for its composer everlasting renown. It is one of the five 
sequences, out of more than a thousand, that have come down from the 
time of the Middle Ages, which have been retained in the Roman Missal. 
In English alone there are twenty different versions, rendered by as 
many translators. 

It is not surprising that these masterpieces in the fields of carving, 
painting and poetry are such, since they are inspired by our Divine 
Lord’s own greatest Masterpiece, the Blessed Sacrament, which Jesus 
gave to us on the Holy Thursday before He suffered, and in which He 
pours out the riches of His love towards men. St. John tells us how 
Jesus and the Twelve were gathered together about the Supper Table, 
celebrating the Pasch, and “Jesus, knowing that His hour had come to 
pass out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in 
the world, loved them to the end” (xiii. 1), by instituting the Sacra- 
ment of the Eucharist, fulfilling the promise He had made of giving 
His Flesh to eat and His Blood to drink. The Holy Eucharist is indeed 
the most manifest proof of Christ’s love for men. It is the love of God 
for His creatures, stretched to the utmost limit. It is the love of Christ 
in all His mysteries, applied to individual souls all over the world. In 
the Holy Eucharist the Divine Heart of our Savior manifests the great- 
ness of His love for each individual soul by living with and abiding in 
it. In this Sacrament He offers and gives Himself as Victim, Compan- 
ion, Nourishment, Viaticum and Pledge of future glory. “It is in this 
Mystery that the faith of believers is fed, their hope increased, their 
charity strengthened and the assurance of eternal glory given.” It is 
this Mystery of Love which prepares the soul for its heavenly trans- 
formation, which is Its Divinest fruit. 


Our Masterpiece 

Just as St. Thomas and Leonardo da Vinci could find no greater 
theme for their masterpieces, nor the Armenian artist a greater subject 
to express his love for his mother than the greatest and most incom- 
prehensible Mystery of God’s love for men, so we cannot find a more 
suitable way to express our love for God than by honoring the Blessed 
Sacrament. Let us ask ourselves what is the extent of our love for the 
Blessed Sacrament. Let us ask ourselves, for example, how our love 
for the Blessed Sacrament compares with the love of the Armenian 
artist for his mother. Would we be willing to sacrifice twenty-eight 
years of our life to build a monument of love to It, or would we give 
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the sight of our eyes to procure Jesus more honor? “Love shows itself 
in works,” says St. Ignatius. If we really love the Blessed Sacrament 
our love will manifest itself as a fire of zeal, which will urge us to 
spend ourselves in promoting Its honor. No sacrifice will be too great, 
no effort too laborious or prolonged. It will be the passion of our lives, 
the occupation of our thoughts, the goal of our endeavors. 

It is love for the Blessed Sacrament which will most quickly make 
of our lives masterpieces worthy of the galleries of heaven. To: be 
able to know and to love God is our greatest privilege. No other 
happiness can compare with this. And the more we love God on earth, 
love Him in His Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament, the more we 
shall love Him in heaven. Charity, which is love of God, is in- 
creased in us by every prayer and good work we perform, and as the 
virtue of charity grows, so does our capacity for loving God. Let us, 
therefore, love God because “He has first loved us” (1 John iv. 10). 
“Let us not love in word, neither with the tongue, but in deed and in 
truth” (1 John iii. 18). Our best means of loving God and growing 
in love for Him in the Holy Eucharist is the daily assistance at Mass 
and Holy Communion. The Mass being the same act which Our Lord 
performed in the institution of the Blessed Sacrament on the first Holy 
Thursday, and identical with the one He performed on the Cross, of 
which He said, “Greater love no man hath...”, we should assist at it 
with sentiments of extraordinary devotion. We can dispose ourselves 
for assisting at Holy Mass in the most perfect manner by considering 
that we are to assist at the grandest and most admirable action that can 
be performed in heaven or on earth, we are going to witness Jesus dying 
for our salvation out of love for us. 

In conclusion, therefore, let us attach ourselves with the deepest 
affection to the Holy Eucharist, whether as a Sacrifice or a Sacrament. 
Let us draw God into ourselves in this Divine Mystery. Let us unite 
ourselves to Him, by faith, love and adoration, by frequent visits, by 
worthy sacramental and spiritual Communions and by all means we can 
devise, so that in this union He may communicate to us, His Divinity, 
His Humanity, His merits, His graces and His gifts, which will enable 
us to imitate His life. Let us make the Most Blessed Sacrament our - 
school, our altar of refuge, our medicine, our banquet, our delight, our 
happiness, our paradise and our heaven on earth, that we may draw 
from It our instruction, our light, our defense, our strength, our health, 
our nourishment and all that we need. May we who have received the 
Gift of the Love of Jesus ever remain in His love and advance and 
grow in it unto the end, that our lives may be great masterpieces in 


the eyes of God. 
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“ c Desens Redionk Unto Death 


sy ea 
HE accompanying picture 
of our Crucified Savior is 
a portrait of a beautiful hand- 
carved Crucifix which, prior to 
Nazi occupation, hung above the 
high altar in the chapel of the 
world-famed Jesuit theological 
seminary, the Canisianum, in Inns- 
bruck,: Austria. It was executed 
by the devout Tyrolese , artist, 
Joseph Bachlechner, and repre- 
sents our dying Savior with touch- 
ing realism. Completely exhaust- 
ed, literally weary unto death, the 
frightful crown of thorns piercing 
and bearing down His adorable 
head, the Savior raises a last 
glance towards His Father with 
His dying words: “Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit.” 
In gazing upon this beautiful Crucifix, one is deeply touched by the 
extremity of anguish to which our Savior has been reduced, and realizes 
more fully the painful significance of the words of Holy Scripture, 
“He humbled Himself, becoming obedient to death, even to death on 
a cross” (Phil. ii. 8). Yes, it was in heroic obedience and infinite 
love for His Father and for us that the Son of God offered Himself 
as a priceless ransom for the sinful world, and for each individual soul. 
Through the sin of Adam, the human race had incurred the penalty 
of life-long sorrow and suffering, and finally, death and eternal dam- 
nation. From the abyss of misery into which they had been plunged, 
no man nor angel was able to rescue the unhappy. children of Adam, 
but God in His infinite love sent His only-begotten Son to accomplish 
their redemption. The eternal Son of God willingly accepted the 
mission of Redeemer, and from the blissful joys of heaven came down to 
earth, became a son of Adam by assuming human nature, and in obe- 
dience to His Father’s will suffered hunger and thirst, sorrow and afflic- 
tion, derision and persecution, and finally, the most bitter death on 
the Cross. 
The first Adam had sinned by disobedience to God’s command. 
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Jesus, the “second Adam,” repaired his fault and its fatal consequences 
by a most perfect, loving and heroic obedience to His Father in all 
things. “For just as by the disobedience of the one man the many 
were constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the’many 
will be constituted just” (Rom. v. 19). Absolute obedience, inspired 
by His ardent love for His Father, with unlimited generosity and self- 
sacrifice, was the characteristic trait of our Savior during His whole 
earthly existence. His was a life-long, habitual and yet always actual 
oblation to the will of His Father. In how many ways do we not 
find this disposition of Jesus expressed in the Gospels! “My food is to 
do the will of Him who sent Me, to accomplish His work” (John iv. 
34). “I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but 
the will of Him who sent Me” (John vi. 39). “I do always the things 
that are pleasing to Him” (John viii. 29). 

Although the Passion and Death of Christ were of an infinite value, 
and therefore more than sufficient in themselves to pay the ransom not 
only for one but for an endless number of guilty worlds, yet the Father 
accepted them in this quality, not because of their intrinsic value, but 
because their acceptance by His Son constituted the great act of loving 
obedience which He had demanded by His eternal decree in reparation 
for Adam’s disobedience, and for the disobedience which is at the root 
of all sin. Hence we may well say that the sacrifice of Christ’s will 
to the will of His: Father, His obedience unto death in execution of 
His interior oblation to His Father’s will, more than the sacrifice of 
His Body and Blood, was the essence of His oblation on the Cross 
as a redemptive sacrifice. 

The Son of God was made man in order to redeem the human 
race. For this purpose His Heavenly Father had laid out for Him a 
program of life, specified in its minutest details, from the first moment 
of His earthly existence until the last. The deliberate omission of 
even one of these details would have frustrated the whole work of 
Redemption, because the obedience demanded had to be absolutely 
perfect. When the Gospels tell us, in connection with certain details 
of Christ’s life, that it was done “so that the Scriptures might be ful- 
filled,” this really ‘means that our Savior wished to do it or to have it 
done in that manner because it had been so decreed for Him by His 
Father. He had the decrees of this program always before the eyes 
of His mind, and fulfilled all of them, even to the smallest, not over- 
looking nor omitting even those which to us might seem insignificant. 

The program ordained by the Heavenly Father for His Son was 
a most terrifying one to human nature. It included birth in a stable, 
a life spent in poverty, humiliation, suffering and apostolic labor, and 








Tabernacle and Purgatory P 361 


subjection to His Father’s will not only when manifested by the Holy 
Spirit or by His holy Mother Mary or St. Joseph, the “just man,” but 
even when manifested by His own and His Father’s bitterest enemies. 
It included all the excruciating and bloody details of His Passion and 
Death, and finally the shedding of His last drop of Blood on the Cross. 
If Jesus had deliberately kept in His veins even one single drop of 
Blood, His subjection would not have been perfect; consequently, all 
His previous sufferings, privations, humiliations and labors, His Agony, 
His Scourging, His Crowning with thorns, His Crucifixion and even His 
Death, would not have undone the first Adam’s disobedience, and our 
Redemption would have been frustrated. 


Jesus Fulfilled His Program Most Perfectly 


Fortunately for us, Jesus carried out His life’s program in its 
minutest details, till the shedding of the last drop of His Precious Blood, 
entirely and with the most perfect interior dispositions. At the very 
moment of His conception in the virginal womb of Mary, He made, 
without any reservation, the complete interior oblation of Himself to the 
Father: “In the head of the book it is written of Me that I should do 
Thy will: O my God, I have desired it, and Thy law in the midst of 
My Heart” (Ps. xxxix. 7-9). The first entry in the “book” written by 
the Father from all eternity was that His Incarnate Son should do His 
holy will. All that followed was but a detailed exposition of that 
adorable will. 

During the whole course of His earthly life He lived up to that 
interior oblation, and when the moment came to begin the last act of 
His program, He said to His disciples: “... that the world may know 
that I love the Father and that I do as the Father has commanded Me. 
Arise, let us go from here” (John xiv. 31). Then He went out to 
the Garden of Gethsemane... He went to Calvary... He shed His 
Blood through a thousand wounds; and wken His Heart had stopped 
beating, His side was “opened” by a lance, and there came forth from 
it Blood and water. Not a single drop of Blood remained; all had 
been poured out in a perfect holocaust of love. 

Yet the shedding of His Blood would not have been sufficient by 
itself alone for our Redemption; it had to be done with excruciating 
pain. Had it been painless, it would not have been sufficient, in view 
of His Father’s decrees, in spite of its infinite value, because it would 
not have been the most perfect obedience, the most heroic obedience 
to the. will of the Father. Moreover, this heroic obedience had to be 
inspired by the most perfect love, without which it would not have 
been absolutely perfect... That the obedience of Jesus proceeded from 
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the most perfect love we well know. Who could understand such a 
love as the love of Jesus? Who could understand the full meaning 
of the words: “That the world may know that I love the Father...” or 
those of St. Paul, “He loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. ii. 
20)? The mighty flame of love burning in His Heart embraced both 
His Heavenly Father and each one of us. For Him, as for us, the 
love of His neighbor was inseparable from the love of God. Each one 
of us can truly say: “He loved me and gave Himself up for me... He 
knew me individually, loved me in His Father, and delivered Himself 
for me.” He died lovingly, out of obedience; He had to die lovingly 
even for His executioners. When they reviled and blasphemed Him, 
He prayed for them to His Heavenly Father: “Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke xxiii. 34). 


Obedient Even Unto the Altar 


Yet even the shedding of His Blood to the last drop did not satisfy 
the infinite love of our Savior nor completely fulfil the program decreed 
for Him by His Heavenly Father. For, in the designs of God it was 
decreed also that “a clean oblation should be offered to His Name in 
all places, from the rising of the sun even to its going down” (Malach. 
i. 10). In fulfilment of this decree, and again out of loving obedience, 
our Savior instituted the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which in a mys- 
terious but real manner perpetuates the oblation which He made of 
Himself on the Cross. And not only does the Mass perpetuate the 
shedding of His Blood, but also the uninterrupted interior oblation of 
Himself for the glory of the Father and the salvation of souls; for if 
His Father willed it so, or permitted Him to go to some new excess 
of His love, He would willingly renew the actual shedding of His Blood 
for even one single soul. His love on the altar is identically the same 
love that consumed His Heart during His stay on earth, that nailed 
Him to the Cross and drained His Body of even the last drop of His 
Precious Blood. And this love, now as nineteen hundred years ago, is 
not only for all mankind in general, but for each individual person; 
in Holy Mass, as on the Cross, Jesus offered Himself for ME, knowing 
me, having me before His eyes, having my name written in His holy 
Wounds, especially in the Wound of His Sacred Heart. 


Our Program of Life 


For each one of us, too, a program of life has been laid out by 
God. Our final salvation depends upon how we carry out the details 
of that program; it depends upon’our submission, both active and pas- 
sive, our complete and loving submission to the-holy will of God. Only 
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in this way can we attain perfection, for Christian perfection consists 
essentially in a loving union of our will with the will of our Heavenly 
Father. If we really desire to reach perfection, then the fulfilment or 
accomplishment of God’s will in us through God’s own action, and 
through us by our own personal action, must be to us, day after day, 
the polar star to be sought out in the darkness and tempests of life 
and incessantly kept before our mental gaze; it must be the ideal 
toward which we direct all our endeavors. 

Moreover — and this is of paramount importance — CHARITY, 
a filial love for our Heavenly Father, must be the source and the driving 
power of all our holy desires and efforts. This means that at the 
beginning of each day we must offer ourselves to God’s holy will by 
an interior oblation — an oblation coming from the depths of our 
heart — and every day carry out that oblation in our thoughts, desires, 
words, actions and sufferings, in union with and in imitation of our 
Divine Savior. And where or how can we do this better than by assist- 
ing at Holy Mass each morning and receiving Our Lord in Holy Com- 
munion, and then striving to live each day in the spirit of our morning 
oblation ? 

Jesus implicitly points out to us in the Our Father the necessity 
of making our act of oblation to the Father’s will. After praying for 
the glory of our Heavenly Father’s holy Name and for the coming of 
His Kingdom, we say: “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
These words contain a most beautiful interior oblation of ourselves to 
the holy will of God, and ought to be one of the favorite ejaculatory 
prayers of all who aspire to Christian perfection. 

Certainly our “program” will never be as excruciating to nature 
as was that of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet, there is our daily cross... 
And here we should remember that, whilst the program of some may be, 
and really is, more complicated, more painful, more conspicuous in 
the eyes of men, what really matters is not the points of the program 
in themselves, but the loving obedience with which they are carried 
out. This is usually hard for human‘nature; sometimes it becomes 
very hard... And here we touch upon one of the principal reasons 
why the Divine Persons of the adorable Trinity instituted this perpetual 
sacramental shedding of Christ’s Precious Blood which we call the 
Mass. It was Their desire to keep always before the eyes of our mind 
that unspeakable proof of Their love for us. The Mass is a MEMORIAL. . . 
yes; but They wanted it, not just to prevent us from forgetting the 
historical fact of Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross, but to prevent us from 
forgetting Their love which inspired that Sacrifice. For this purpose 
They might well have instituted a memorial in which Christ Himself 
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would not have been personally present and active; but no, They would 
have no other, because this was the most forceful manner They could 
invent, as it were, to bring home to us Their love, and to induce us to 
requite that love “in kind,” by a perfect submission to the will of the 
Father, which entails the sacrifice of our own will, of our own corrupt 
nature. The Mass was instituted to give us a chance to unite ourselves 
every day in the most realistic manner, so to speak, to Christ’s interior 
oblation, and then to His exterior oblation in the course of the day, 
as far as the will of God demands it, and to do this in ever growing 
and more perfect love. 

In the Mass we are offered by Christ, and we offer ourselves with, 
through and in Him as co-victims. Let us then every day LIVE OUR 
MORNING OFFERING. We are not called, and perhaps will never be called 
upon to shed our blood as Christ shed His. But, according to a common 
saying, “Life is in the blood,” and it is our life that must be spent in 
carrying out the program which our Heavenly Father has decreed for 
us. By adhering faithfully to this spirit day after day, we shall, like 
Christ, our “elder Brother,” become faithful unto death, and shall with 
Him celebrate a glorious resurrection, an eternal Easter whose sun 
knows no setting, and whose joys will know no diminution throughout 
the endless ages of eternity. 


(Pr hrist’s ‘Resurrection, the Froundation of @ur 


Faith and Flope 


0+0+0 
=. cae = MONG the great number of miracles of our Savior Jesus 
i: Christ, there is one more important than all the others. 
ave: It is the miracle of His own resurrection, because it 
I: establishes beyond all doubt His Divinity and the truth 
“* of His doctrine regarding a future life where we are to 
be happy forever. Indeed, even if Jesus had worked no other miracle, 
His resurrection alone would be a summary, peremptory and most de- 
cisive proof of His Divinity; and consequently of. His entire mission and 
doctrine. This proof, moreover, has the exceptional advantage of being 
within the reach and capacity of every mind. - For it is at once evident 
that if it was by His own power that Christ: returned ‘to life, He must 
be Gop, and if this prodigy was effected by the. power of God, Christ, 
again, is Divine; as He openly taught, for it is,impossible that God, 
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who is infinite Sanctity, Goodness, Wisdom and Truth, would have con- 
firmed with a genuine miracle the prediction of Christ and stamped 
as truth His doctrine if He had been an impostor. 

Now, Christ predicted His resurrection and put it forth as the most 
striking proof of His Divinity and of the truth of His teaching. No 
fewer than seven times did He appeal to His future resurrection as an 
incontrovertible proof that He was the true Son of God. The Apostles, 
too, repeatedly urged Christ’s resurrection as indisputable evidence of 
His Divine authority, and when the question arose of choosing a disciple 
to replace the traitor Judas, they insisted that the man chosen be one 
who should have been a witness of the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. (Acts. i, 21-22.) St. Paul (1 Cor. xv. 17), does not hesi- 
tate to declare that his preaching would be all in vain, and so, too, the 
faith of Christians, if Christ had not risen from the dead. Finally, the 
enemies of Jesus themselves, the Jews, so well understood the demon- 
strative force of the resurrection that they placed a guard at the sepul- 
chre to render any trickery impossible. 

If, then, the resurrection of Christ is so important as the founda- 
tion and basis of all our faith in Him, let us consider what proofs there 
are that the resurrection is real and certain. It will indeed be easy to 
show that God surrounded Christ’s resurrection with so many guarantees 
that.not to admit it would be to close one’s eyes obstinately to the shin- 
ing light of the noonday sun. _ Let us begin by summing up the prin- 
cipal details of this great event as related in the Gospel. 

First of all, we must ask: Was Christ really dead? On Friday, 
the eve of the Sabbath, the soldiers came according to custom to break 
the legs of the three who had been crucified. First they broke the legs 
of the two thieves. Then,. seeing that Jesus was already dead, they did 
not break His legs, but one of the soldiers opened His Side with a lance, 
and immediately there came out Blood and water, as St. John, who wit- 
nessed the event with his own eyes, testifies. (xix. 34.) 

In addition. to this testimony of St. John, and that of the other 
Evangelists, we may state that it would be impossible to doubt that 
Jesus truly died on the Cross, if we consider the atrocious tortures 
which He had suffered before being nailed to the Cross, His scourging 
and crowning with thorns, the carrying of His Cross, His long fast, 
His weakness from loss of Blood and other cruel torments, for the Cru- 
cifixion alone, as historians testify, was sufficient to cause His death. 
The wonder is rather that He lived three full hours upon the Cross. 
The soldiers, in fact, were absolutely assured of His death, because they 
did not break His legs, but even if He had not been dead, the thrust of 
the lance would have taken from Him the last breath of life. 
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Again, towards nightfall Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man belong- 
ing to the nobility, besought of Pilate the privilege of taking away the 
Body of Jesus in order to give It honorable burial. Pilate inquired 
of the centurion who had superintended the execution if Jesus were 
really dead. On receiving the affirmative answer, Pilate complied with 
the request of the Arimathean. Surely, then, Pilate was convinced of 
Jesus’ death or he would not have given up the Body. Then Joseph 
and another disciple, Nicodemus, went and took down from the Cross 





’ **¥You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified. He is risen, He is 
not here. Behold the place where they laid Him’’ (Mark xvi. 6). 


the Body of Jesus and embalmed It, wrapping It in Jinen cloths and 
surrounding It with spices, as was the custom of the Jews, after which 
they laid It in a new sepulchre which Joseph had caused to be hewn in 
a rock for himself. Then, having rolled a- huge stone before the en- 
trance of the tomb, they departed. That same evening the chief priests 
and Pharisees begged of Pilate to have guards placed over the sepulchre 
lest His disciples should come and steal Him away, and say to the 
people, ‘He is risen from the dead,’ and the last imposture should be 
worse than the first. And Pilate gave them a guard. (Matt. xxvii. 63.) 
The Jews, therefore, were convinced of Jesus’ death; if not, they would 
have made certain before placing the guard. 
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On the first day of the week, when it began to dawn, the Gospel 
account tells us, there was a great earthquake, and an angel in human 
form rolled back the stone and sat upon it. ' (Matt. xviii.) And lo! 
the sepulchre was empty. Jesus had risen as He said He would on 
the third day, and in the place where He had lain there remained only 
the linen cloths and the shroud, carefully wrapped up, indicating that 
there had been no haste, as evidently would have been the case had 
the Body been stolen away. The guards, struck with terror at the 
apparition and empty tomb, fled, and came to Pilate and told all that 
had happened. Then the chief priests gave much money to the soldiers, 
telling them, “Say ‘His disciples came by night, and stole Him away 
while we were sleeping. And if the procurator hears of this, we will 
persuade him and keep you out of trouble.” And they took the money, 
and did as they were instructed; and this story has been spread among 
the Jews even to the present day. (Matt. xviii. 13-15). 

But the foolish plot of the chief priests was easily foiled by Jesus, 
for the same day, and on the following days up to His Ascension, at 
different intervals, He personally showed Himself to Mary Magdalen, to 
the holy women and to His disciples, separately or together. He spoke 
to His disciples of the kingdom of heaven and gave them sensible, tan- 
gible proofs that He was no spirit, but a man with flesh, the same Man 
who had died upon the Cross; for He ate with them, showed them His 
wounds and invited them to touch the openings of His hands and feet 
and side. Finally, Jesus appeared for the last time on a mountain in 
Galilee to over five hundred disciples and from thence in their sight 
ascended into heaven. (Mark xvi.; Luke xxiv.; Acts i.) 

The nature of these miraculous apparitions, their great number, 
their various circumstances and the number and variety of the witnesses 
clearly demonstrates that the fact of Christ’s resurrection is not less cer- 
tain than is His death. He arose as He said He would. We may then 
conclude that Jesus was and truly is God, and His work, the Catholic 
Church, is therefore a Divine institution. Consequently: 1. Whatsoever 
He has said is to be firmly believed as truth. 2. Whatsoever He has com- 
manded has to be complied with. 3. Whatsoever He has promised to 
those who believe in Him, observe His law and follow Him will be given 
to them. 4. And whatsoever threats He has made against those who re- 
fuse to believe and to keep His commandments, will be fulfilled. 

One of the most glorious of the promises made by Jesus is the 
resurrection of our own bodies and life everlasting. Our Faith teaches 
us that all bodies will rise, but not all will rise glorious and be trans- 
formed in the manner of Christ’s risen Body. . That depends on our- 
selves. It is our work here on earth to make sure that our own resur- 
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rection will be glorious. To do this, we must during life work for a 
spiritual transformation and a transfiguration of our souls. Our soul 
arose from death to life in baptism. It was then supernaturally trans- 
formed by the infusion of sanctifying grace. Nevertheless, God intends 
that this transformation should be increased and developed throughout 
the whole course of our earthly pilgrimage. This is indeed the main 
purpose of our life. 

This life-long task requires the soul’s co-operation with Divine 
grace. God gives His graces, His lights and inspirations, His helps and 
Divine assistance to every soul. But He has likewise given to each 
individual an intellect and a will which is to be used to co-operate with 
grace. In every soul there is a struggle against interior and exterior 
enemies, a struggle which at times may assume gigantic proportions and 
require heroic efforts on the part of the individual. But let us remember 
that Christ did not reach the glory of His resurrection or the glory He 
now possesses in heaven, without suffering, humiliation and death. 
Neither can any one of us expect to be admitted to heaven to share in 
His glory, if we refuse to share now in His agonies of soul and suffer- 
ings of body. When the battle is fiercest and we become fainthearted, 
we will find consolation and renewed strength if we but remember 
that our own “Holy Week” is very short after all. Death will soon 
release us from the struggle, and in God’s good time we will rise to 
eternal Easter joys such as the eye of man has not seen, nor his ear 
heard, nor his heart conceived. 

Alleluia! Resurrexit sicut dixit! He rose as He said He would! 
And we shall rise as He said we would — provided we live and die as 
He said we should. 


Beware of Superstition —the Bane of Catholic 
Faith and Morals 


Concluded 
tie 


The Ouija Board 


N THE same class as fortune telling may be placed the ouija 
board — a “‘toy’’ which has gained great popularity. The ouija 
board, as most people know, is a flat, rectangular board of 
smoothly polished plywood, which bears the letters of the alpha- 

bet and the numerals from one to ten. The words Yes, No, and Good- 
bye also usually appear on it. A little three-legged table completes the 
device. Persons using the board place it on their knees and rest their 
fingers lightly on the little table, which then moves to letters to spell 
out words, to numerals to indicate figures, etc., in answer to questions. 
Usually there is no consciousness of pushing the little table or plan- 
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chette, which moves about as if by magic in spelling out the answers. 

Many Catholics cannot understand how there can be any danger 
in the use of the ouija board, because they believe that the movements 
of the planchette are due merely to the nervous reaction of the sub- 
conscious mind of those operating it. However, there is no doubt that 
the evil spirit also exerts his influence, and therein lies the danger, 
because seeking to get information from this device gives an opportun- 
ity for explicit or implicit invocation of the devil. The use of the ouija 
board is one of the first steps in spiritism and is therefore rigorously 
condemned by the Catholic Church, which of necessity condemns spirit- 
ism and everything connected with it. Authorities who know the in- 
sidious workings of spiritism have asserted that the fall of more than 
one influential and well-informed person from faith and virtue began 
with the innocent, or rather, the curious use of the ouija board. 

There is an irresistible fascination in dealing with the occult, and 
for this reason Catholics should observe a strict policy of “hands off,” 
lest they become entangled in the meshes of the evil one. Beginning 
first in curiosity and then growing into an unhealthy craving, the ouija 
board has led not only to the loss of faith, but even to the loss of 
health, and sometimes even to insanity. It has been known to exert 
such a fascination over some people’s minds that they will undertake 
nothing of importance without consulting it. The answers given often 
produce fatalistic impressions, especially upon sensitive persons, and 
thus an unhealthy mental condition is fostered, which renders prayer, 
devotion, the earnest practice of religion and application to the serious 
duties of one’s state almost impossible. Let us hear the warning of an 
eminent psychologist to those who seek to amuse themselves with such 
devices: “‘The mind is kept in a chronic state of expectancy, incessantly 
craving for further disclosures. It is therefore the first step that counts, 
and parents and educators should see to it that this first step is never 
taken.”’ Other authorities speak in the same strain, and we may be 
certain that these men are thoroughly familiar with the situation. 

To look upon the ouija board as merely a toy or a harmless form 
of amusement is therefore a sad mistake, and Catholics should not 
meddle with it even once, for that single experiment may suffice to give 
the devil the desired entrance. ‘He that loveth danger shall perish in 
it,’? says Holy Scripture (Ecclus. iii. 27). As the saying goes, ‘‘Give the 
devil a little finger and he will soon take the whole hand.” Therefore 
the ouija board should not be tolerated in any Christian home; for to 
do so is virtually to invite the devil to enter, and once he has gained 
admission, it will be difficult to get rid of him. Knowing, then, the 
perils that threaten those who indulge in practices of this kind, we can - 
only utter the warning of theologians, of doctors, of the Church and of 
God Himself that here is a form of amusement which should be put 
aside as exceedingly dangerous. 


. Dreams 
To attribute to dreams and incidental circumstances a significance 
which they do not have-is also superstition. Psychologists are by no 
means agreed on the precise nature of dreams, but we may be sure that 
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in the vast majority of cases they are due to purely natural causes, such 
as a person’s thoughts, imaginations or occupations during the day, 
one’s physical condition, strong emotions, fear, etc. We know from 
several instances in the Bible that God has at times made use of dreams 
in communicating with men, as in the case of the patriarch Jacob, 
Joseph of Egypt, St. Joseph and others. Such dreams, it will be noted, 
were given to prominent men for the public good, in important matters. 
But in the ordinary course of events, it would always be at least doubt- 
ful that God were using a dream as a means of communicating a mes- 
sage, or moving a person to do some good work, warning him of danger, 
etc. 

Since, then, ordinary dreams do not come from God as manifesting 
His will, to believe in them as such would be superstition. Consequently 
it would not only be foolhardy, but also sinful, to take any important 
step in life on the basis of a mere dream. “Dreams have deceived 
many,’’ says Holy Scripture, ‘‘and they have failed that put their trust 
in them” (Ecclus. xxxiv. 7). And again, ‘“‘You shall not divine, nor 
observe dreams” (Lev. xix. 26). ‘‘Let there not be found among you 
anyone that observeth dreams” (Deut. xviii. 10). 

Sometimes people have a very vivid dream about some departed 
relative or friend, and they wonder whether this is a sign that the soul 
in question wishes their prayers. Such dreams are not to be regarded 
as messages from the departed, though it would certainly not be wrong 
to pray for the soul, since we can have no certainty as to whether or 
not the deceased are still in need of prayers. 


Charms, Omens, etc. 


Trusting to charms, omens, etc. is likewise a form of superstition, 
and as such is forbidden to Catholics. A charm is a magical word or 
combination of words, an act or an object supposed to have occult power 
in averting or repelling evil or in bringing something desired to pass. 
Common among these is the amulet — an ornament, gem or scroll worn 
as a preservative against evils or mischief, such as diseases and witch- 
eraft, and often inscribed with a spell or magic incantation or symbol. 
Another common form is the talisman — a figure cut or engraved 
under certain superstitions observances of the heavens, supposed to act 
as a charm. A venerated magical formula of olden times, believed to 
be highly efficacious for the cure of fevers, was the Persian Abracada- 
bra. The letters of the word were arranged so as to form a triangle and 
were capable of being read many ways. They were supposed to be 
_ placed on a square piece of paper, which was folded up and worn under 
the garments. 

How ridiculous to believe that a perfectly useless trinket of this 
kind should be capable of preserving anyone from harm, or giving them 
physical power or bravery, or effecting their deliverance from sickness 
or danger! That Catholics are forbidden under pain of sin to make 
use of or place faith in any such objects is self-evident. 

Needless to say, however, such little ‘“‘pet’’ superstitions as regard- 
ing the horseshoe or the four-leaf clover as a good luck sign are harm- 
less, so long as one places no real faith in them. 
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It should be remarked here that the use of pious objects blessed 
by the Church, such as medals, crucifixes, scapulars, palms, etc., is some- 
thing entirely different, and is by no means superstition, as is frequently 
charged by those outside the Catholic fold. 

There are various reasons why Catholics wear medals: to honor 
God and His saints, to bring to their minds some doctrine of their Faith, 
to attest their membership in some religious society, to foster devotion 
and to obtain spiritual aid and blessing. In the language of Catholic 
theology, such blessed objects are called Sacramentals. Their efficacy 
is derived from the prayer and blessing of the Church and from their 
devout use. Therefore, when a Catholic wears a medal or a Crucifix, or 
fixes blessed palm on his wall, his action signifies a devout communion 
with and an act of faith in the intercessory prayer of the Church, that 
God may help him in his needs and grant him protection and blessing. 

It is true that abuses are possible and that the sacramentals may 
be degraded into magical charms by those who do not understand their 
rightful use. If Catholi¢s believed that the medals or other blessed 
objects had power of themselves to bring certain good effects to soul 
and body, they would be superstitious. Against such superstition the 
Second Plenary Council of Baltimore sounded a warning in the follow- 
ing words: ‘“‘They (pastors) should warn again and again those of the 
faithful who are of less education and intelligence not to attribute too 
much power to these things (that is, medals, etc.) in themselves, nor 
to cherish them with a certain blind and immoderate trust nor look 
upon them with a superstitious veneration, as if these things could ac- 
complish everything of themselves without the aid of any devout dis- 
position of mind whatsoever.” 

Under this heading we mentioned also omens, about which we 
would say just a few words. An omen is a trifling occurrence supposed 
to portend some future event, either happy or unhappy. Thus omens 
are regarded as lucky or unlucky, according to the event which they 
foretell. Such for example is the rather popular belief that the howl- 
ing of a dog under certain circumstances presages a death, or that the 
flight of birds in a certain manner, the call of certain birds under special 
conditions, etc. portend certain happenings in the future. Seriously to 
pay attention to omens and act upon them in matters of weight and im- 
portance is sinful. However, here again we must remark that there are 
many popular little superstitions which can hardly be regarded as sinful 
because they are not taken seriously, such as looking upon the number 
13 as unlucky, or regarding Friday as an unlucky day on which to 
commence any undertaking, ete. If, however, One were actually to 
regulate one’s actions in important matters according to such beliefs, it 
would be sinful. 


Astrology 


Another form of superstition which has gained much ground since 
the beginning of the war is astrology. Many of the daily papers and 
magazines have been adding fuel to this fire by running astrological 
columns. The chief claim of astrology is that the heavenly bodies, sun, 
moon, stars and planets, in certain ways, known only to the astrologers 
themselves, influence the doings of people on earth. A person’s health, 
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wealth, physical and mental traits, and even his career in life, are sup- 
posed to be determined by his ‘‘horoscope,”’ the position of the heavenly 
bodies at the time of his birth. Astrologers presume to make predic- 
tions about the fortunes of individuals by studying their ‘“‘horoscope,”’ 
and using certain rules of interpretation. They profess to be able to 
tell the best time to take a journey, to undergo an operation, to make 
an investment, begin a career, transact business, etc.; also to predict 
such events as floods, wars, periods of depression or prosperity and 
scores of other occurrences. 

Not only is astrology a form of superstition and contrary to faith, 
but it is also without any scientific foundation and injurious to true 
scientific progress. The men who really know the stars — the astrono- 
mers — are the first to say that astrology is purely a fraud and a fake. 

Aside from its superstitious aspect, astrology would make a man 
the slave of his destiny, bound to follow the course mapped out for him 
by the stars. This is contrary to the Catholic doctrine that man is en- 
dowed with a free will and therefore master of his actions. Every true 
Catholic knows that his future rests in the hands of God and in his 
own free will, and not in the position or movements of the planets. 
Yet the sad fact remains that if there existed in our days, as once exist- 
ed in Alexandria, a law known as the “‘Fool’s Tax,’’ by which astrologers 
and fortune-tellers were required to pay a certain sum out of the profits 
made through the folly and credulity of those who consulted them, the 
number of those who would have to pay it would not be small. 

Trust in God’s Providence 

This treatment of the subject of superstition is by no means an 
exhaustive one, but it will suffice to place Catholics on their guard 
against its dangers, particularly such forms as seek to pry into the 
future, which is God’s own secret domain. God in His infinite wisdom 
and love sees fit to withhold from His creatures the things that are to. 
happen in the years to come. Unless He deigns to make known such 
things by special revelations, no human mind can discover them. Hav- 
ing recourse to evil spirits to obtain knowledge of what God sees fit to 
withhold is nothing less than devil-worship, a sin whose gravity should 
be evident from that very fact. 

Let Catholics, then, “‘cast their care upon the Lord,” as the psalm- 
ist counsels, and leave their future trustfully to His Divine Providence, 
without anxiety or curiosity as to what it may bring. For those who 
love God, “all things work together unto good,”’ be they joyful or sor- 
rowful, easy or difficult. Nothing will give us firmer strength or. more 
enduring courage for the trials and crosses we must bear than a loving, 
childlike trust in the Providence of God. God is always the ‘“‘good 
God,” and He must always be such in our hearts and in our minds, no 
matter what His Providence may send or permit to come into our lives. 


REMARE: Those who may in the past have made use of superstitious practices without 

knowing that they were forbidden are not guilty of sin, unless their ignor- 
ance. was culpable. But if, knowing now that such prayers or practices are forbidden 
by the Church, they continued to make use of them, they would certainly be guilty of 
sin in a greater or lesser degree of gravity, depending on the nature of the practice 
and other circumstances. . : 
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of the Church 
(For the Solemnity of St. Joseph — April 18) 


Heo 

ANY people at one time or another during life doubt the 
Providence of God. Especially is this so when things 
do not go well with them. The feast of the Solemnity 
of St. Joseph should bring home to our minds in a 
convincing way the Divine wisdom of God in His 
never-failing Providence, and His infinite intelligence 
and power whereby He is always able to find ways and means to 
accomplish His Divine purposes, and to perfect the work which He 
has begun, by providing everything that is needed, leading and guiding 
all persons and directing all things to their destined end. 

St. Joseph is called by us the foster father of Jesus, the spouse 
of Mary and the protector of the Holy Family. For this sublime 
office he was selected and chosen by God from all eternity, that he 
might be the guardian of the most precious treasures which Almighty 
God had in this world, — His only-begotten Son and Mary, His Mother. 
To St. Joseph, God entrusted His ALL. But He knew that St. Joseph 
would prove worthy of the Divine trust, devoting himself with pains- 
taking care and admirable attention to the least need of the Holy Family. 

Truly sublime was St. Joseph’s mission and he faithfully fulfilled 
it. During a long life he zealously guarded the secret and wonderful 
mystery of the conception of the Son of God through the Divine action 
of the Holy Spirit, by allowing himself to be looked upon as the 
father of the Holy Child. How clearly can we read the workings of 
God’s Divine Providence in this mission of St. Joseph to protect the 
virginal purity of Mary and preserve her honor and good name. Saint 
Bernardine of Siena says that St. Joseph closely resembled the Blessed 
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Virgin in the various virtues, because the Holy Ghost would not unite 
to a soul such as Mary’s any but one that resembled hers. Therefore, 
St. Joseph was adorned with the most pure virginity, the most profound 
humility, the most ardent love and charity towards God, and the loftiest 
contemplation. He was given to Mary by the Holy Ghost to be her 
spouse and the guardian of her virginity and to share with her in the 
affectionate love and indulgent care which she exercised towards the 
Divine Son of God. The Child of Mary belonged to Joseph also, and 
Joseph cared for Him as his dearest possession. He believed in the 
wonderful mysteries that had been revealed to him in the course of 
time, and like Mary, he lived for the Divine Child. At His birth he 
found shelter for the Immaculate Mother, and when some time after- 
wards, he was aroused in the night and commanded by an angel to 
fly into Egypt, St. Joseph did not hesitate to undertake the perilous 
journey to save the Child and His Mother from Herod’s cruelty. During 
the long, weary years of exile in this pagan land, St. Joseph by the 
labor of his hands supported and comforted them in their sufferings. 
After the hard years in Egypt, Joseph continued faithful to all the 
duties of a father and spouse in the home of Nazareth. 

There can be no doubt that St. Joseph was a good and faithful 
man, a faithful and prudent servant of God, appointed to be the con- 
solation of Mary and the tutor of her Divine Son, and the faithful 
coadjutor on earth of God’s own person. Joseph was a true son of the 
race of kings, of the house of David, noble in descent, but still more 
noble in mind. Likewise no doubt can be entertained of St. Joseph’s 
power in heaven. On earth, St. Joseph stood in closest relation to the 
Son of God and by his position as foster father made the Son of God 
his debtor through the favors bestowed on Him. To St. Joseph, there- 
fore, belongs quite a special place among the saints, a position that 
is peculiar to him alone. In rewarding the life and work of other 
saints, the Judge at the general judgment will say: “Amen, I say to. 
you, as long as you did it for one of these, the least of My brethren, 
you did it for Me” (Matt. xxv. 40). But to St. Joseph, who rescued 
the Divine Infant from the snare of Herod, who cared for Him on the 
dreary journey to Egypt, appeased His hunger, quenched His thirst, 
who often carried the Savior in his arms, and who provided for all 
His wants — to him the Judge will address quite different words.. 

Now this glorious saint is the protector and patron of the Catholic 
Church. During the almost universal persecution of the Church in 
the 19th century, especially by the Freemasons, who robbed Pope Pius. 
IX of His patrimony, this same holy Pope, in the year 1870, declared 
St. Joseph the protector of the universal Church. What St. Joseph: 
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formerly did for Jesus and Mary, he now does in heaven for the whole 
Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, and he does it with the same love 
and fidelity as he performed his office on earth, and with the power of 
the vice-regent of God. Moreover, what he does for the Church as a 
whole, that he also performs for each individual member. 

This is forcefully expressed in the liturgy of the Church for the 
feast of the Solemnity of St. Joseph in the words of the Mass: “Adjutor 
et protector noster est Dominus — The Lord (meaning here St. Joseph) 
is our helper and protector. In him our heart shall rejoice and in his 
holy name we have trusted” (Introit). In the Collect again we pray: 
“O God, who in Thy inscrutable providence wast pleased to choose St. 
Joseph for the spouse of Thy most holy Mother, grant, we beseech 
Thee, that we may deserve to have him for our intercessor in heaven 
whom we venerate as our protector on earth.” In the Alleluia verse 
we are assured: “In every tribulation in which they cry to me, I will 
hear them and be their protector always.” The verse continues in the 
expression of our hope that St. Joseph will obtain for us the grace to 
lead an innocent life ever shielded by his patronage. In the Offertory, 
the Church of God, and with her every faithful soul, sings: “Praise 
the Lord, O Jerusalem, because He has strengthened the bolts of thy 
gates,” — by giving us both the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph to be 
our helpers and the guardians of our souls. “He has blessed thy 
children within thee” — all the children of the Catholic Church. 

In the Epistle, we are promised: “The God of thy father shall 
be thy helper and the Almighty shall bless thee with the blessings of 
heaven above... He came forth a pastor, the son of Israel.” During 
the famine in Egypt, Pharaoh sent his subjects to Joseph, saying: 
“Go to Joseph!” Such is still the direction of God to the children of 
the Church: “Go to Joseph!” If there is anything that you dare not 
hope for by your own personal prayers, call upon the foster father 
of Jesus. Through him will be obtained graces and salvation, pro- 
tection against enemies, interior and exterior, who seek to ruin the life 
of your soul, who persecute and attempt to destroy the Church of God. 
God honors St. Joseph above all the other saints in heaven because 
to him He gave the office of being His foster father. St. Joseph fulfils 
towards every one who trusts in him the duties which he fulfilled 
towards the Son of God and His Blessed Mother on earth. We do 
well, therefore, to renew our confidence and devotion to St. Joseph 
and to love him next to the Immaculate Mother of God. As he was 
once the guardian and protector of our Savior, so he will be our 
guardian and companion through life, protecting us and leading us 
safely to the goal of our pilgrimage, the land of eternal happiness. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
—FOno< 


ARTICLE X — The Forgiveness of Sins 
Continued 
—Ono<d- 
Qualities of a Good Confession 

VERY properly instructed Catholic knows well what is required for 
E making a good confession. First of all, the confession of sins 

must be preceded by a careful examination of conscience, in which 
the penitent seeks to call to mind all the sins he has committed since 
his last confession, whether in thought, word, deed or omission, to- 
gether with the circumstances connected with them which might render 
them more or less grievous in God’s sight. Because of human weakness 
and the limitations of his memory, he should implore the Holy Spirit 
to enlighten him and to grant him the proper dispositions for a good 
confession; otherwise he cannot hope to fulfil the requirement that his 
confession be entire, that is, that it include all his mortal sins which 
have not yet been submitted to sacramental absolution. 

In his examination the penitent must avoid two extremes — being 
either routine or superficial, and being too scrupulous. He must make 
his examination carefully, lest through any fault of his he omit any 
grievous offense. But if, notwithstanding his earnest efforts, he forgets 
to mention a serious sin and it comes to his mind later, he may remain 
tranquil in the assurance that this sin was also forgiven, but must men- 
tion it and the fact that it was forgotten when he again approaches the 
sacrament of penance. However, if through hardness of heart or a 
false sense of shame the penitent intentionally fails to mention or falsi- 
fies one or more mortal sins, none of his sins will be forgiven, even 
though the priest, unaware of the omission or deception, gives him ab- 
solution. In addition he will be guilty of the grievous sin of sacrilege. 

For an offense to constitute a mortal sin, he will remember, three 
things are necessary: 1) That the nature of the act be a grave matter, 
not something slight or venial. 2) That the sinner both know and 
recollect its gravity at the time of acting. 3) That he give the full 
consent of his will to the thought, word or deed. 
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Though a person is not bound to confess his venial sins, it is good 
and wholesome to mention at least some of them in order that by this 
act of humility and penance he may the more surely gain God’s favor 
and an increase of grace. 

But above all, the penitent should realize that the mere telling of 
his sins to the priest in the confessional will not suffice for obtaining 
forgiveness; that without sincere sorrow and purpose of amendment, his 
confession will avail nothing, the pronouncement of absolution by the 
priest will be of no effect, and his guilt will be greater than it was be- 
fore he entered the confessional. For the Church teaches in the clear- 
est and most unmistakable manner that there can be no forgiveness of 
» sin unless there is heartfelt sorrow and a firm purpose of amendment 
on the part of the penitent. If, then, a person were to confess his sins 
to all the priests in Christendom, and even to the Holy Father himself, 
and if they all pronounced the words of absolution over him (not know- 
ing his interior dispositions), there would be no forgiveness if he did 
not have internal sorrow for his sins and the firm resolve to avoid a 
repetition of them in the future. 

The penitent must realize, therefore, that this sorrow or contrition, 
this spirit of repentance and purpose of amendment, is far more import- 
ant than the examination of conscience and the confession of his sins. 
Indeed, in the case of emergency the two latter could be dispensed with, 
but never contrition. The Council of Trent, in enumerating the qualities 
necessary for a good confession, says: ‘“‘Contrition, which holds the 
first place among the acts of the penitent, is sorrow of heart and detes- 
tation for sin committed, with the resolve to sin no more” (Sess. xiv. 
ec. 4). This sorrow, however, must come from the heart, and not merely 
from the lips or the emotions. If an individual, while telling his sins in 
confession, had the intention of repeating them just as soon as the 
occasion offered, not only would he not be pardoned any of his sins, but 
he would in addition become guilty of sacrilege. 

In every mortal sin there are present two exceedingly great evils: 
turning away from God, the very fountain of goodness and life, and 
embracing instead the hellish monster of sin by the allurement of some 
deceitful appearance of happiness. Wherefore, in the conversion of a 
sinner there must also be two principal acts in opposition to those two 
great evils, namely, turning away from sin, with detestation and sorrow, 
and returning to God, to embrace His holy law and to dedicate oneself 
to His service and love. Like the prodigal son, the sinner must leave 
the husks of the swine (his sinful habits), must arise and return to the 
embraces of His Heavenly Father with a contrite, humble and loving 
heart, resolved henceforward to be His faithful servant, obedient in all 
things to His adorable will. 

He must be sorry, not because of some temporal loss or evil which 
his sins may have brought upon him; not because thereby he has lost 
his good name, his friends, his property, his health, or some other tem- 
poral good; but because he has offended God, has lost his right to heaven 
and deserved eternal punishment. He must detest his sins as the great- 
est evil, and sincerely wish he had not committed them, 

As the penitent must confess all his mortal sins, so too he must be 
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sorry for all the sins by which he has grievously offended God. If he 
clings to one mortal sin without repentance, it matters not how true 
and genuine his sorrow may be for all his other transgressions. They 
will still adhere to his soul when he leaves the confessional, and the 
hideous stain of another crime will be added — that of sacrilege. For 
his venial sins, too, he must be sorry, if he wishes to obtain their for- 
giveness; otherwise they too will adhere to his soul even after he has 
received absolution. If he has only venial sins to confess, he must be 
sorry for at least one of them to gain the sacramental absolution; but 
his confession will not be rendered invalid if among his venial sins 
there are some for which he is not sorry. These will not be forgiven 
him, however, and unless he repents and obtains their forgiveness by 
some other means, he will have to expiate them in purgatory. 


Possessing the qualities mentioned in the two foregoing para- 
graphs, the penitent’s sorrow will be supernatural and entire, and he 
will therefore merit the forgiveness of his sins. But besides having 
these two qualities, his contrition will be perfect or imperfect, accord- 
ing to the motive which animates him. His contrition is imperfect if 
he is sorry for his sins because by them he has lost his right to heaven 
and has merited everlasting punishment, an evil which he greatly fears. 
It is perfect if he regrets his sins, not on account of the evil conse- 
quences to himself — the loss of heaven and the threat of hell — but 
because they have offended God, who is all good and worthy of all love. 
Perfect contrition looks upon God in Himself apart from His gifts; im- 
perfect contrition considers the gifts of God or His threats to those who 
do not love Him. 

Imperfect contrition (or attrition, as it is called) is sufficient to 
obtain sacramental absolution, but perfect contrition is much more to 
be desired, because its motive is so much more exalted and it is there- 
fore more pleasing to God. The very nature of perfect contrition is 
to blot out sin, though outside of confession it must be coupled with 
the intention and the desire of confessing one’s sins as soon as that 
becomes possible. 

Having finished his preparation and having made an act of sincere 
sorrow for his sins, the penitent kneels before the confessor and accuses 
himself humbly, clearly and simply of his faults, taking care neither 
to exaggerate nor to minimize them, and to mention any attending 
circumstances which might alter the nature of his sins, answers any 
questions the priest may put to him, listens to the counsel which the 
priest may offer, accepts the penance imposed on him, and then re- 
peats his act of contrition while the priest gives him absolution. Hav- 
ing finished his confession, he retires to a pew in the church and makes 
at least a short thanksgiving, and if time permits, also performs the 
penance which the priest has enjoined, which usually consists in the 
saying of some prayers. (It may, however, consist also in some good 
work or in some corporal penance.) This penance is intended as a 
means of making reparation for the offenses committed against God 
and of offering satisfaction for the temporal punishment due to sin. 

Every sin involves two effects: guilt before God, and punishment. 
The guilt is washed away by the sacramental absolution, but not always 
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the punishment. If a person’s repentance be very perfect, then the 
punishment is removed together with the guilt, but this does not always 
happen. Where mortal sin is concerned, eternal punishment is incurred. 
This eternal punishment is remitted as soon as the sin is forgiven, but 
there may remain some temporal punishment to be satisfied, and this 
must be done either in this world or in purgatory. 

Imposing and performing the penance is an important part of the 
sacrament. If we deliberately neglect to perform it, we make ourselves 
guilty of sin. Failing to,do so through forgetfulness, though not sinful, 
robs the penitent of the satisfaction he would thereby have offered 
toward the temporal punishment due to his sins, and this satisfaction 
will have to be supplied by other means, either in this world or in the 
next. It is an excellent practice, though not a duty, to say one’s 
penance soon after leaving the confessional, and so complete the sacra- 
ment in all its parts and at the same time insure oneself against forget- 
fulness. 

It might seem absurd to think that a few prayers, taking but a 
few minutes to recite devoutly, should go any way towards satisfying 
the justice of God. But we must remember that such acts, when im- 
posed in the sacrament, derive an exceptional atoning value from the 
atonement of Jesus Christ, which the sacrament applies to our souls 
for the express purpose of undoing the effects of our personal sins. 
Thus a Litany, or a few Paters and Aves, recited as a sacramental 
penance, have, through Christ’s merits, a power of satisfying God al- 
together out of proportion to their face value, and far greater than they 
would possess if said independently as a penitential act of devotion of 
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Purgatory, a State of Preparation for Heaven 
>: 4- 
HE existence of purgatory is one of the doc- 
trines of the Catholic Church which those 
outside her fold oppose most vehemently. Yet 
it is altogether logical, and one of the most con- 
soling of doctrines. A little reflection easily con- 
vinces one that some state of preparation as well 
as a place of purgation is requisite for ordinary 
souls. Under the circumstances in which death 
frequently visits the children of men it must often find them unprepared 
or ill-prepared. They have perhaps died suddenly, or with short time 
to realize their danger before becoming unconscious. This means, in 
most cases, that many earthly stains have still to be removed, and that 
a greater or lesser debt of temporal punishment has still to be dis- 
charged. Few souls leave this world without something to be accom- 
plished under this head, and their dearest friends, even when standing 
by the open grave, recognize their human imperfections, though loving 
them none the less on that account. Divine eyes, however, behold faults 
that ours cannot detect; Divine Justice remembers debts that had been 
forgotten here or that there had been no time to discharge. Yet nothing 
unclean can enter heaven, nor can the debtor leave his prison till the 
last farthing has been paid. So, not only is it reasonable to believe in 
purgatory, but every person who feels his own unfitness for the Beatific 
Vision must wish for such a state where purgation can be completely 
accomplished, where satisfaction can be wholly achieved. 

This intermediate state after death has the specific purpose of 
directly fitting souls for their life in heaven. Divine Providence works 
sweetly and in an orderly fashion, according to the nature upon which 
it operates. In the case of souls, repentance doubtless may be instan- 
taneous; a single act of sincere sorrow, one genuine turning to God, 
suflices to change God’s foe into God’s friend; but it may well take more 
and longer to fit God’s friend for God’s Presence. A sinner cannot 
discharge all his debts just by discarding his mortal body, nor can we 
believe that a deathbed repentance from.the fear of hell suffices to pre- 
pare the soul for immediate entrance into the company of the saints 
as it does change its destination. Consider what is involved in the idea 
of a saint! As a citizen of the heavenly kingdom, he must be holy, that 
is, he must be free from all actual sin and have all debts and penalties 
incurred by his actual sins wiped out. A saint is also free from earthly 
tastes and material habits, full of spiritual thoughts and aspirations, 
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able to appreciate supernatural joys and to delight in Divine Mysteries. 

When people think of heaven they sometimes question how they 
will be able to enjoy themselves there for all eternity. The reason of 
course is that they do not understand the nature of heaven, because 
being immersed in their present worldly and material, frivolous and 
earthly interests, they do not know the taste of spiritual joys. Death 
no doubt effects momentous changes in the soul and its condition. The 
first instant that a soul in the state of grace enters into the world of 
pure spirits beyond the grave, all her earthly characteristics and infirmi- 
ties are changed into spiritual qualities and capacities for the appre- 
ciation and enjoyment of spiritual delights. And in that same instant 
she produces an act of charity of fullest intensity and irrevocableness, 
by which she adheres to the Divine Goodness suddenly manifested to 
her, and this act of perfect charity confirms her forever in sanctity. 
But it does not purge out all previous debts which are due to sins com- 
mitted in the days of her vanity, or expiate in perfect justice the pun- 
ishment due to the hitherto slighted love of God. 

Purgatory, in the Divine scheme, provides the time and the 
place for effecting this satisfaction and discharge of the temporal pun- 
ishment due to sins forgiven and removed through Christ’s atonement. 
It is for the souls who enter there a place of peace in that these holy 
souls are perfectly content with their state and do not wish to enter 
heaven until they have been made fit for the Divine Presence. Their 
love of God is too ardent, their knowledge of the inexpressible purity 
necessary for the enjoyment of the adorable perfections of God is too 
clear, to permit them to desire their crown of glory before the stains. 
of their sins have been effaced. But, nevertheless, at the same time their 
longing for heaven and for the possession of the Beatific Vision is so 
intense, that no anguish of soul experienced on earth can give the slight- 
est conception of it. And it is just here that our part comes in with 
regard to them. It belongs to us to obtain from God by the operation 
of His Divine mercy and power to effect the effacement of their stains 
and the expiation of their debts in less time than would otherwise be 
required by the condition of the soul. So let us never let a day pass 
without remembering the dead in prayer and sacrifice. Let our love 
for our own departed wing its flight heavenward and move the mercy 
of God to speedily make these holy souls ready for their heavenly 
home, where, through the endless ages of eternity, the perpetual light of 
the Lamb of God will enlighten them and they will hymn joyous praises 
in honor of the Blood of Jesus that burst all their bonds, lifted all their 
burdens, effaced all their stains and adorned them with the nuptial 
garment in which to feast at the heavenly table. 
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Little [covers” [reague 


HII ENS 
How the Lily Turned White 


EAR Little Lovers, the lily, as you know, is a 
symbol of purity, because it is so white and 
pure. There is a pretty legend told about it, 
which helps us to understand why we say that 
the lily represents purity. The lily, the legend 
says, was first a bright yellow, and was known 

as the “Persian rose.” But one day the Blessed Virgin stooped to pick 
one of the blooms, and instantly it changed to snowy white in her 
hands. Thus it became the flower especially appropriate to the Blessed 

Virgin, and very often when you see a picture of the Blessed Virgin, 
you also see in the picture one or more lilies. The Blessed Virgin is 
the most pure of all God’s creatures. The lily is often shown also in 
pictures of the saints, and whenever you see it in a saint’s picture, it 
is a sign that the virtue of purity was one of the chief virtues of that 
saint. That is why St. Joseph, St. Anthony, St. Aloysius, St. Agnes and 
many other saints are represented with a lily. 

Purity is the pearl of all virtues. It is the virtue which makes 
innocent children and youths so beautiful in God’s eyes and in the eyes 
of others. Above afl and beyond all other virtues, Jesus insisted on 
purity. He preached it constantly. “Blessed are the pure of heart,” 
He said, “for they shall see God.” He gathered innocent little chil- 
dren about Him and told His disciples that it is of souls like theirs 
that the kingdom of God consists. 

But the devil is always trying to creep in and take possession of 
children’s souls and hearts by putting indecent pictures before their 
eyes, bad thoughts in their minds, or tempting them to immodest acts. 
He knows that impurity is hateful to God and can easily become a big 
sin if one willingly and with pleasure thinks of these forbidden things, 
‘or talks about them, or listens to bad stories, or looks at impure objects, 
or does something that he feels is shameful and which he would not 
want anyone else to see. But there is a way, a very sure way to hold 
fast to the virtue of purity and to regain it if you have already lost it. 
It is by worthily receiving the Holy Eucharist, the Bread of Life, which 
‘we know is Jesus Himself. It is the Sacrament which really and truly 
contains the Body and Blood, the Soul and Divinity of our loving Lord 
Jesus. Of course we do not quite understand how it is that Jesus is 
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really present in the Blessed Sacrament, but we believe it with all our 
hearts, because He Himself has told us so. 

Therefore, when we receive Holy Communion, we have Jesus Him- 
self in our heart, and we may be sure that the devil will not dare to 
come near Him. And while Jesus is present in our soul, He strengthens 
us in the different virtues, and makes us strong in fighting for God and 
the things of God. So Holy Communion nourishes the virtue of purity 
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The Blessed Virgin Mary consents to become the Mother of God 


and strengthens us to practice it. For, just as certainly as water puts 
out fire, so certainly does the Blood of Christ in Holy Communion 
extinguish the fires of temptations against this holy virtue. So resolve 
now, dear Little Lovers, to always make good and fervent confessions. 
and to receive Holy Communion very often, at least every Sunday and 
holyday of obligation, and on the First Friday, and even every day, 
if it is possible for you to do so. And if bad thoughts should happen 
to come into your mind, do not pay any attention to them, because they 
are only temptations as long as you do not want them. If the devil 
sees that you pay attention, he will try harder than ever to make you 
take pleasure in them. But the way to do is to turn your mind to some- 
thing else, especially to think of the love of Jesus for you and to say 
a little prayer to ask Him to help you. It is a good thing to make a 
spiritual Communion. Then, before you realize it, the thoughts will 
be gone and you will have won a big victory for Our Lord. 

This month we commemorate a very special feast of our Blessed: 
Mother. It is the feast of the Annunciation, which comes on March 25, 
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but because that day was Palm Sunday this year, we keep it on April 9. 
This feast recalls the day when the Angel Gabriel came down from 
heaven to the Blessed Virgin and asked her to become the Mother of 
God. The Blessed Virgin was very much surprised at this request, be- 
cause she was so humble and deemed herself the least of all creatures, 
but she did not hesitate to answer that whatever was God’s will was her 
will also, and at that very moment the Son of God became her true 
Son. We owe to her consent the fact that Jesus became Man and all 
that this means to us in His holy Life and Death, and in the Blessed 
Sacrament. On this feast, or on the Sunday before, we hope every 
Little Lover will receive Holy Communion in honor ‘of our Blessed 
Mother and thank her for giving her consent to be God’s Mother. Then 
ask her, too, to obtain for you the grace of holy purity. 


Aspiration: Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love You! 


Practice: Make many spiritual Communions during the day, by 
turning your thoughts to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, asking Him to 
come into your heart, and adoring Him and making an act of love as 
if you had really received Him in Holy Communion. 


A New Contest 


We promised last month that we would announce another contest 
in April, and here it is: We would like our Little Lovers to see how 
many words they can make from the word: BLESSED SACRAMENT. 
For example: bed, bless, sat, men; — You may use any letter as often 
as it occurs in the word, BLESSED SACRAMENT, but no letter should 
be used more often in one word than it is found there. 

Prizes: There will be two prizes. A lovely prayer book, “Jesus 
in the Hearts of Little Children,” will be sent to the boy or girl ten 
years old or younger, who sends in the list with the most correct words. 
Another prize booklet, “The Treasures of the Mass,” will be sent to the 
boy or girl eleven years old or more, who sends in the list with the 
most correct words. Those in the older group will also see who can 
find the most names of boys and girls in this word. The names may 
be shortened, as for example Ted. Neatness and penmanship will also 
help to decide the winner, in case of ties. Who is going to get the 
prize? 
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Masterpieces — He Became Obedient Unto Death — Christ’s 
Resurrection, the Foundation of Our Faith and Hope — Beware of 
Superstition — the Bane of Catholic Faith and Morals — St. Joseph, the 
Good Shepherd of the Church — Know and Explain Your Catholic 
Faith — Purgatory, a State of Preparation for Heaven — Little Lovers’ 
League. 
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OOD Shepherd Sunday, the 
second Sunday after Easter, 
not only reminds us of God's 
merciful love and inspires us 
with confidence, but brings 

to our remembrance that the Good 
Shepherd has other sheep to be brought 
into the fold. Let us, by spreading 
good literature, do a little towards ac- 
complishing this end. 





Do You Know the Church? — An explanation of the foundation and 
establishment of the Church, with special treatment given to fundamental 
points often misunderstood by those outside our Holy Faith. 10¢ 

How to Find the True Church — A companion booklet to the above, 
aiming to point out to non-Cathclics the means of recognizing the Church of 
Christ. 10¢ 


year on account of Holy Week, and is celebrated on April 
9th, you will enjoy reading: — 

Mary, Mother of God — Treats of the great mysteries of 
the incarnation and Divine Maternity, of the prayers most 
pleasing to Mary and of her seven joys on earth and in 
heaven. 10¢ 

The Mysteries of Mary — Short reflections on Our Lady’s fifteen prin- 
cipal feasts, with a suitable prayer and practice in honor of each. 10¢ 


Booklets for the Feast of the Solemnity of St. Joseph 
<< t— 


Go to Joseph — This inspiring booklet sets 
forth the dignity of St. Joseph, his sanctity and 
power of intercession in every need, and moves 
its readers to pray to St. Joseph with the con- 
fidence and trust of a child in a loving father. 
Also contains prayers for various needs. 10¢ 

Devotions, to St. Joseph — A splendid collection 
of prayers and devotions in honor of St. Joseph for 
a wide variety of special intentions, including lit- 
any, novena prayers and the Proper of the Votive 
Mass. 10¢ 
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resurrection,” and that of the Holy Eucharist, “the Bread of Life and 

Immortality,” Christ’s resurrection is realized in individual souls. His 
Divine life is increased in the soul from day to day by living with the Church 
in the spirit of her liturgical feasts and by frequenting the sacraments. The 
following are excellent booklets for fostering devotion and deepening the 
understanding of Christ’s mysteries. 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Part 1 This 
little booklet is a treasury of liturgical prayers and sacred Scripture 
texts intended for use from Advent to Pentecost in following the feasts 
of Our Lord in the spirit of the Church. It cannot but deepen the in- 
terior life of the soul and draw it nearer to Christ in faith and love 
through the union brought about by the contemplation of His mysteries. 
The section devoted to the Paschal season and Ascensiontide takes up 
28 pages of this 96 page booklet. Price 15¢, per copy. 20% reduction 
on 25 and over. 25% on 50 and over. Postage extra. Note: (Part 2 
of this booklet wil be ready in time for the season of Pentecost.) 


sft HROUGH the reception of the sacrament of penance, “the sacrament of 





The Holy Eucharist, Our All — An edifying and instructive booklet on 
the Real Presence of our Savior in the Blessed Sacrament, our Com- 
panion, our Physician, our Peace-offering, our Light, our Refreshment, 
our Strength, our Pledge of everlasting life. 10¢ 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly — An exhortation to frequent re- 
ception of Holy Communion according to the decree of Pius X. 10¢ 


My Daily Companion at Mass — Provides a practical means of praying 
the Mass with the priest for those who do not use a missal. It contains 
the Ordinary of the Mass in Latin and in English, with appropriate 
prayers inserted for the Proper parts. It also contains prayers for daily 
use, confession and Communion devotions. 10¢ 


The Goodness of Our Savior to Those Who Trust Him — Treats of 
God’s mercy to sinners, and of His loving kindness to all who invoke 
Him in their afflictions. A priest says of it: ‘This booklet contains in 
its few pages more solid doctrine, consolation and encouragement for 
God-seeking souls, and even more so for sinners who wish to amend, 
than many a bigger sized book.” 10¢ 
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